“The service is immaculate, nothing bad _
an happen and the internet thingy works

tme s 10 much more valusble
than mosey sowadays. We live in
"the age of the €10 aevoplane
ticket, 50 travel s Dot a bavary,
it's =n expectation. The question
8 mot "bow 0.7 bat “wheoe
107" For the ctab-nich, time-
pooe, the only real concern Is bose 40 avoid an
expensive mistake. Me Goldman Socks does
nol wish 10 be sarocaed on an bland i the
Maldives (hhat was advestised as idyllic and
find that Mes GS 5 incasdescent with rage
bocause the spa is all wind chires and 2o
ayurvedic massage and he barman is
Encapable of making & deceot vodka marted
The marvellons hing b that we've all
ocome terribly spol. This means that sloppy
standards ave no longes toleruted by travel
sophisticates. The coom service that takes
20004 t0 mrive and the neimmiag pood
verdsat with algee anest charming
wherrations of B foeelgn - they'rs rebbbad, If
we wanted ool pooblema we coudd have
suyed ot our Oid Bectory i Gloscestensbiee.
The standard of all our houses bas rocketed:
there's no point travelling 10 be Jess
comfortable than oee is at hame.
The imp of g d satiafs
T this trasafocmsed buxury trevel. No time,
10 petence, but no preblem with soocy.
The success of Amansesorts in the eady
1950« ahowed foe the Srst time that if you
dediver petfoctica the customers are net going
to quibble over price. The Indosestan
publisher Adrisa Zecha and his acchitect E4
Tiate budl the Boted Shey wantod (o stay in, a1
Amasguii, Plraiat Aman, with its exquisite
denign and lobbies reactad by stepping
wones ovee lily gonds. espoused Zeo-chic and
translated Models into blestyle statosnarts.
Charles Saanchi, the Duchess of Yock, Mick
Juggee and David Tang all became
Assasiunicdes. More Amans cpened (n Bad,

14 vitratrmned

We atl ewectpeffecoon now sowhnch hotels dellver it? Victoria Matherhas the answer

| Jave, Moeooos wed Wyomiing. The maghe lives | €50,000 watchas g glasses of red-rich
. o Tung has just bad his S0th birthday party | Pomered, and beautiful girks deloking Cristal
| at the sow Aman in Ehutas, Wise up to the Park Hyatis, the grosp'’s
The GS factor, both G d Satisl) beutique hotels. 1 Jet you ja on & seoret:
and Goldman Sachs ef al with Sheir whackisg | you've never been to Sydney before, you
boouses snd stressed-out lves, made e, regardless of expesse, spend your flest
possibile the Four Seasons boom. The best Dight In the Purk Hyws tucked under the
sl group in the woeld, in sy view, &t sisss | Hlarbous Bridge. The Opera House i vistually
10 satisfy people wha cannct tolerate o your balcosy scross the gloswy waters.
disappointment. And it does @& very well. Thare is, of course, the “littie gein” Esttor.
Wiseh &5 why there are now Foar Seasons. How droll to stay in the Palazzo Raspok in

rescrts from Costa Baca 1o Provence {see yoge
355, and Four Seasons boutique botels In
Milan, Caire, Prague and, most recently,
Budspest. Our banker might not know Prague
froen pastry, but be bovowes be's in » Four
Seasons. He's tried and tested them on
business trips in cfies arcand the world The
seevice i imenaculate, nothing bed can
Bagpen 1o you sed the Iaterset thiagy works.

ummquumm
culture, the meacsems, the restaurants would
B Borribly dissinished i coe had 8 sty ia &
Sovel, Holidays shoodd bo ultra-quakty teme
~ mepecialy i ey ane thoet cnes.

Tho most drasatic example of this & Bbow 2
vislt S0 Moncow has been transfosmed by the
mew Arsrat Pack Hywit, 1 have beon going %
Nescow since 1967, staying ia degrees of
descomion fron ghastly 19 intolerable. Now |
| stuy in the city’s coolest bar.

To herve 2 rooon om the bith flooe of the
Asarat is 10 Bve on the odge of O new
Russia: the 1Y opens o6 10 the giass-tooled
bar 3t e $op of the whics-hasg modern
strtuts, Belore you tumn right down a husbed
corridos o the bedooms, yeu see smiling

| stalf (the wmiling a near mizacle achieved by
Hytt training), men whose wrists glittes with

Rame, a private apartment pear the Spanuk
Steps; how 100, 400 1oadern 1o bo ks JK Face

belp yosmsell 10 drinks in Dots Masta
Meodina's Casa do Madsid, & 15th-centery
debight opposite the Opera House.

The treuble i that ane man's ges is
another man’s paste bauble. The generation
that adeced tam Schragee's designer hotels -
| e Mondrian, the Royuiton, the Delano -
| would consider it ick 1o sy at Ca’ Pisant,
Verices beatique costemporary hocel. That
stuolutely would not do foe Me Goldeman
Sacka, who woold gravitate 1o the Cipeiant,
emned by Oclent-Express, sother marque.
| Axd, by the way, the Schrager generatson
| Bawe proves up, manried, got childres, They
05 losger weat (o bounce off white walle.
They want combort; Sy wasd teal doormen,
not pesting actoes dressod i Donne Kares,
They nant coacierges eapable of getting good
tablrs o the best reataurasts. Dost we all?
The secret is 8 know what you bke and fo
roalise that B shoct break can bo the big i
On a loag weekend in Fotowsna, | stzyed st
Gumetrackers, the Oricnt-Express camgs, in
sevea different ecosystesa. Esch tess layout
s wismiler, 00 | could always find the Joo al
night. The ahorter the trip, the les tme for
saything to go wnng: heace time travel has
been redelined for the besefint of us all.




