clienits specifying rooma by number. Too bad: our tps
are junior suites 337, 437, 537 and 621, with deluxe
dm&!ﬂuswundlumy)mhud
comer
wmu,nmniydnﬂ Soo-ud-oumm‘pnceu&
For s, there are two real altermatives to the de Russie.
Ome is the Residence Napoleone 111, 2 suste of three
SIMPTRORS, sntiqoc-strewn rooms in Palazzo Ruspoli.
“The other option is a far more modest beast ~ the 12~
MWB&B%MIX\WW
D x. Fthe
Sprd\Smaiy&cmmdxbdlmmM
presence, 5o be sure 1o memarise the strees number. Of
the two, we peefer the via Sisting brunch,

Sattied In, It's on to the parfect October day in Rome.
A AT 4 B

crotsanty) st Rosati in Piazea del P where

Calvino and Pasolini used to hang out. The bar is 2

popular apenitive stop, but we love the in-the-know,
breakfast vibe.

After taking in the Caravaggios in Santa Maria del
Popolo acroms the square (Rome s not the world’s bes
muscusmn city, bat it has some great in-situ an), we
might wander through the Borghese gardens to Villa
Borghese — just to take one move look at Bernini's sub-
lime sculprure of Apollo and Daphne. If ity warm
enough 10 eat outside, Junch woald have to be at San
“Teodora - 3 delightful seafood-oniented wrattaria in a
mmdmnﬂm&muwndlhehd:dthe?m

Theaft would be dedicated g and.
browsing ~ nuonlymbbdhueanCmdwx.bu
akso in the smaller strects that head north from bere,
where 3 quirlier fashion mix can be found. We
especially like Via del Babuino, Ar 155, & the TAD
“concept store™, 3 ti-level lifestyle emporium that i the
Rowan equivalent of Colette in Paris.

1f you're Jooking for 2 Martini with 2 view, head up
lthpmnl\S«pnndbmhnndtHndEduL\V:
think its rooftop La Terrazza

it may not have bean bullt
o day, but Rome is the
pecfect for
0 Rt break.

October city

hnthadmhrruﬂynmqmlumdm

ETERNAL SUNSHINE

How to spend the perfect autumn day in Rome? Simple, when you have the ‘Nota Bene’ team as your guide

“T™ he Romans have a special
! word for an October excur-
‘ sion: atsbruea, For the locals,
¥ the word conjures up bucolic
wine-quaffing expeditions to the
Castelli Romani, east of the city. But
the Exernal City itself is perfoct foran
ondrate, especially if you're flying in
from the cold north. We love Rome
in the carly sutuma: it offers the per-
fect balance of great weather (think
England in August, without the rain)
and cultural buzz (the gallery and
club scenc is dead in summer, and
takes 3 while to get up to speed in 5

OCIOBER
ROME

Russse. Re-opened in 2000, this con-
temporary classic Rocco Forte prop-
edge over its five-star competil
The good things about the de
Russie? Firse, its position, at the
piszza del Popolo end of vis del

Third, the ethno-modeme design of
the communal spaces, which has
womn suprisingly well. And fourth,
the service - still presty good despite
the departure of Romes best

b ierge, Antonio Barbieri, There are only two real

s Andm:mmbmhlumlgrutdalwb:

§ desired, there are

exceptions - although
¢ gle must-book option fike the Four Scasons in Milan.
lFoem.xh:mdulmmudmaautbeMﬂe
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downsides to the de Russie. The first is that it is over-
poiced. The second is that bedrooms can be dissppoine-
ing, and you peed to be very carefal which ane you get
~not always sy, 25 this is oo of thase hotels that hates

set, when the rooftops of the Exernal City lie russet-
tinted at ooe’s feee. But where 1o go for dinner?

The perfect meal 1o end 3 perfect day would proba-
bly be st Agata ¢ Rotmico - o, if we were fecling a litde
more bohemian, 3t Uno ¢ Bino. Then off to Saloto 42
for a nightcap. This new *book bar® has 2 cultured,
laid-back atmosphere. And the ep house
cockail - sake and grape juice, mostly - sets you up
nicely for the short walk back to the de Russie. »

Hotel de Russic, via del Babuine 9, vozrfbotls.com;
Residence Nepeleone 11, bergo Geldons $6, woe prestigions
rueve.com; Casa Howard, via Capo e Case 18 & i Sizting
149, wowcssboward.com; Hotel Eden, via Ladecisi 49,
s botrd-eden st; Unmo ¢ Bt via degli Equi 58, tek- 00 39
06 #460 702; Agita ¢ Romees, via Cardo Alberss 45, ek 0039
06 4466 115; Slhmﬂ,hm&hnn‘.’.ldﬂ)iy“
678 5804 Neta Beme', the woridy wat di g errved

revies if acsilable by subscription. Visit v nbrericz.om
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