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Johanna Thomycroft explores the palace where a NZ House & Garden winner and
friend will enjoy the holiday of a lifetime prOTOGRAPHS: ANDREAS VON EINSIEDEI
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GOING PLACES

ven after ten or motre visits to Rome the surge of
excitement when another trip is planned is palpable
No matter how short the visit there is always 2
discovery to be made.

So when NZ House & Garden asked photographer
Andreas von Einsiedel and myself to do a stoty on a
palazzo in the centre of the dity we were delighted. We had
no idea what to expect apart from the face that we were to
be working in a very special place. Palszzo Ruspoli, owned
and occupied by the Prince and Principessa Ruspols, is one
of those 16th century architectural gems visitors to Rome
search out. Although it's not open to the public like the
Villa Doria Pamphili or Palazzo Coloana, this historic suite
of rooms has been transformed by Letizia Ruspoli into
what is probably the world's most fabulous bib

The drama begins on arrival. The faded ox-blood
exterior towers above the street. Eight-metre-high original
wooden doors open into an ochre-washed courtyard set
about with Roman archaeological finds >
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The courtyard is strangely quict and
extremely beautiful. Broad marble steps
lead to 3 tiny old-fashioned 1ift which
takes us to the second floor whete we
arc ushered into the first of three
exquisite interconnected rooms.

The Principessa is there to meet us
and although we are very late she
welcomes us with the utmost charm.
We are 1o spend two nights in La
Residenza Napoleone I1L

Renovated and decorated by Letizia,
it 15 furnished with family antiques and
silver, monogrammed family linen, fine
17th and 18th century paintings and
clevedy hidden mod cons, including the
sir-conditioning cssential in Rome’s
August heat and humidaty

It is named after Louis Napaoleon,
Emperor of France, who with his mother
Hortense de Beauharmais stayed in these
rooms from 1827-1830. They were
among a glittering and lengthy list of

important visitors — from cardinals and

diplomats to emperors and grand dukes
and more recently King Juan Carlos and
the Prince of Wales,

Letizia says the idca for the palazzo
apartment came from a magaxine article
which told of an Indian maharaja who
in the 1980s created a suite of rooms for
guests in his Jaipur palace.

“1 always hoped that one day 1 could
do the same,” she says,

The first toom, the Green Room, fea.
tures an over-scaled pattern stencilled on
10 the walls, Aged and distressed it is
difficult to tell it is not fabric.

Used as both salon and dining room
- where one can light a fire in the
winter ~ the room houses an important
collection of capriceio paintings - 18th
century studies of picturesque Roman
scenes assembled by the amists to
create a pleasing rather than a truthful
record of the city, They were a popular
purchase for those on an 18th century
grand tour. >
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Letizia has provided a detailed guide
10 the contents of each room, including
an extraordinary set of six bucolic
landscapes by Iszac de Moucheron
painted in the late 1600s and bung in
the bedchamber,

“My husband, who had always known
this room 15 2 dining rooem, thought [ was
mad to make it a bedroom but he came
around to the idea.”

One speaial touch is a collection of
CDs and films — Italian operas and films
such as Raman Holiday - set on the
bedroom window seat. For perfect
viewing & giant electronic screen silently
descends from the superb 16th century
painted and beamed ceiling.

The Yellow Room or saloa has a huge
tedevision cunmingly hidden behind «
painting, a fax machine tucked into the
drawer of a magnificent German walnut
desk and a line for the laptop, but who
wants to keep in touch with the office
while in Rome?

Also hidden behind two enormous
paintings hinged to doors are the vellow
matble bathroom and tiny but well

equipped kitchen. Apart from some
wiater perhaps or champagne from the
fridge it’s hard to imagine it is used
as there are hundreds of restaurants
within minutes of the palszzo,

When the weather is good, which is
most of the time, breakfast is laid on the
roof terrace. Reached by a wooden
staircase off the landing and filled with
potted plants and 2 saillike canvas
awning it feels as if we are on top of the
world. The views across the cty are
spectacular, day or night.

For first-time visitors to Rome the
plethora of sights can be overwhelming
but for me the most imporant and
inspiring building on earth s still the
Pantheon - and like so many must-see
architectural masterpicces, it is an easy
walk from the apartment.

It is impossible to explain what &
treat it is to stay in such & magnificent
place. The photographs speak for
themselves and anyooe lucky enough to
spend time at the Palazzo Ruspoli will
never forget the exceptional hospitality,
the magnificence of La Residenza
Napoleone IIT and the overwhelming
sense of being part of this great city. [
Spend three days at La Residenzs
Napoleone 111 as part of our 10eh birthday
travel prize. See page 162 for details
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splendour of the apanment within the
Ruspoli Palace (see previous pages)
Our prize holiday ends with the Cathay
Pacific flight home on 20 June but
winners may choose to extend their stay
in Italy at their own expense

Eurovillas & Tours’ range of villas
and the apartment in the Ruspoli Palace
can be visited on their  website
www.eurovillasandtours.conz

Malvasin Villa in Loroano, Tuscany

® Two return business dass airfares fiying
Cathay Pacic AucklandHongKongRome
{inchudes fhghts from Wellngton o
Cheisichurch). Tickets do not include

$r;>o'tr'u:mmy Laxes

® - Seven nights at the Mahasta Vill

Lovnana courtesy of By

povibas & Tours
The villa i availabie for
from 1118 June 2005

OUE LIN2e WINNers

® Seven days” car hire {11-18 Jurw)

Courtesy of Jetage Marketing

= Two nghts (18-19 June) i the
magnificent La Residenza Napaleone i
apartment at the Ruspoll Palace

n Rome

* Total prize value is accand $25.000

AN I 1akes 5 yout name andt address

on the back 2 sent 10
NZ Houwe & Gardenusury Halan Tour

PO

68, Auckland betore

mnber, 2004 See page 12 for

conditions of entry
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